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Biela's (as of Encke's) comet, is favourable to the inqui- 
ries of astronomers on an important question. But if this 
smallness were not combined with periodical return, the 
comet would disappear for ever, before it could be long 
enough observed to give any decisive testimony on this 
question of a resisting ether , and then it would be only 
one of a crowd, to which every few years are adding, 
and which have little other interest than the possibility 
that a remote posterity may one day detect, in the celes- 
tial phenomena of their age, some unexpected connexions 
with our then ancient records. 

We have not spoken of the near approach of the orbit 
of Biela's comet to the orbit of the earth, although this has 
often been popularly put forward as a ground of alarming 
interest. There is indeed a very near approach of the two 
oval orbits to each other at their nearest points, an approach 
within about twenty thousand miles, according to the 
dements of Baron Damoiseau ; so that the comet, moving 
in its own oval path, came, about the end of last October, 
according to calculations founded on those elements, to be 
only twenty thousand miles from the nearest point of the 
oval path of the earth : and, therefore, if the earth had 
happened to be at the same time in that nearest point, the 
comet would have been much nearer than the moon, and 
would only have been removed from the earth's surface by 
about two diameters of the earth. But the earth did not 
come up to that nearest point till about the end of Novem- 
ber ; and this difference of a month in time had so great 
an influence on the mutual distance of the two bodies.that 
the comet in its late approach came no nearer than within 
about fifty millions of miles, and is now receding from us. 
It is little likely that the earth and comet will ever happen 
to arrive together at the nearest points of their respective 
paths s still less that the changes which the attractions of 
the planets are perpetually making will ever so alter the 
comet's oval as to make the two paths_ exactly intersect, 
or approach so near as to render a collision possible : but 
even a collision with a body so light and cloudlike as the 
comet, would not be attended with those disastrous effects 
which some have amused themselves with imagining, and 
we need not be much concerned on this head for the fate 
of our great great great great grand children. H. 

THE DYING ENTHUSIAST TO HIS FRIEND. 

FOR THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 

Xifc — like ft dome of many-colored fflruw— 

Stains the white radiance of Eternity, 

Until Death, tramples it to fragments. Siieilv. 

Speak no more of life — 

What can life bestow 
In this amphitheatre of strife, 

All times dark with tragedy and woe? 
Knowest thou not how care and pain 
Build their lampless dwelling in the brain, 
Ever as the stern intrusion 

Of our teachers, Time and Truth, 
Turns to gloom the bright illusion 

Rainbowed on the soul of youth? 
Wouldst thou have me live when this is so ? 
Oh! no — no! 

As the flood of Time 
Sluggishly doth flow, 

Look how all of beaming and sublime 
Sinks into the black abysm below ! 

Yea, the loftiest intellect 

Earliest on the strand of death is wrecked. 

Nought of lovely — nothing glorious 
Lives to triumph o'er decay ; 

Desolation reigns victorious- 
Mind is dungeon-walled by clay. 

Could I bear to feel mine own laid low ? 
Oh! no — no! 

O'er the troubled earth 

Thronging millions go — 
But, behold how Genius, Love, and Worth, 

Move like lonely phau toras, to and fro. 
Suns are quenched, and kingdoms fall, 
But the doom of these outdarkens all ! 
Die they, then? Yes, Love's devotion, 



Stricken, withers in its bloom ; 
Fond affections, deep as ocean, 

In their cradle find their tomb. 
Shall I linger but to count each throe ? 
Oh ! no — no ! 

Prison-bursting Death ! 

Welcome, then, thy blow ! 
Thine is but the forfeit of my breath, 

Not the Spirit — not the Spirit's glow ! 
Spheres of Beauty ! hallowed Spheres, 
Undefuced by time, undimmed by tears, 
Henceforth hail ! Oh ! who would grovel 

In a world impure as this, 
Who would dwell in coll or hovel 

When a palace might be his? 
Dare I longer the bright lot forego? 
Oh! no — no! 

SAINT MONDAY. 



M. 



What Irishman — what Englishman — ay, what cautious 
Scotchman, does not know Saint Monday ? It has long been 
a ruinous day — except to the publicans ! One day of rest 
and relaxation is not enough — the drinking and excess begun 
on Sunday must be followed up on Saint Monday, and" on 
Tuesday, the exhausted mechanic returns to his employment, 
begins gradually to recover, and on Wednesday is in worhhuj 
order for the week. We hope this old custom is breaking up, 
a custom so injurious to the health, the morals, the purses, 
and the comfort of the working classes. Every honest me- 
chanic ought to frown on the custom of keeping Saint Mon- 
day. And if every sober industrious man would combine — 
■morally combine — to put it down, more work would be done, 
more money would be made, and mn-.cd — health would be pre- 
served, and lives would be prolonged. 

Wo quote the following to show that Saint Monday was not 
formerly as now peculiar to the British Islands. 

" A custom had prevailed for a long time in Germany for 
persons who were employed in the lower kinds of trade to 
consider Monday as a day set apart for idleness; nor could 
any inducement, prevail upon them to apply themselves to 
work on that day. This was not only the custom of master- 
tradesmen, but thoy also indulged their journeymen and other 
servants in the samo privilege. On these, oecasious, the com- 
mon people had recourse to drinking and every species of de- 
bauchery. This injurious practice of keeping Blue Monday, 
as it was called, prevailed to such a degree, that this day was 
distinguished by outrages, tumults, and riots of every descrip- 
tion. All means for restraining such licentious behaviour wire 
ineffectual ; menaces of punishment were disregarded, and the 
rioters took every opportunity of abusing those who opposed 
them. At length they dispersed tho following declaration 
throughout the principal cities of the empire : — 
" Brethren, 

" We inform you that no man who is a bravo fellow (eiu 
braver kerl) will ever work in any city or town on tho Blue 
Monday, if he does, ha may expect the consequences, and 
that soon. We have been under the necessity of adopting 
this measure, to preserve our rights." 

This ntrocious conduct excited so general an alarm, that 
the Emperor, Joseph the Second, the diet and the minor 
potentates of Germany, foreseeing tho baneful and fatal coii- 
Bequences it should of nocessily produce in trade, published an 
edict, by virtue of which, not only every abuse was remedied, 
but the custom of keeping Blue Monday was entirely abolish- 
ed. The punishment inflicted on the delinquent was — six 
years in irons, and hard labour during that time on the fortifi- 
cations. 

In some places the journeymen at first paid no attention to 
this edict; the ' punishment, however, was immediately put 
in execution, and more .than twenty of the ringleaders expe- 
rienced the force of it. The other trades-people, when the 
execution of tins rigorous but necessary law was inflicted 
on their comrades, returned to order ; anil siuce that salutary 
measure took place, Blue Monday is hardly ever mentioned 
or thought of.'' 
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